Intervention and prevention of child sexual abuse
Research and Statistics
To date, in Ukraine an independent research into the child sexual abuse has not been undertaken. In recent years, the nation-wide studies have been conducted as follows:
· physical domestic violence (Child Well-Being Fund Ukraine, 2005, 2009);

· domestic violence (“La Strada Ukraine”, 2006);

· distribution of child pornography (“La Strada Ukraine”, 2008).

Upon adoption of the Law of Ukraine “On the Prevention of Domestic Violence”, the departmental statistical reporting of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine was introduced reflecting, first and foremost, a record of the law-established special measures with respect to the people who committed violence. Inter alia, such reporting provides for accounting of the number of:

· people in the prophylactic registry of the law enforcement bodies in connection with the committed domestic violence, including by the forms of violence (physical, psychological, economic and sexual);

· the issued official notices about the inadmissibility of domestic violence (Article 10);

· the issued official warnings about impermissibility of provocative behaviour as to violence in the home;

· the issued protective orders.

Additionally, the law enforcement bodies maintain records of the number of the drawn up reports (on the committed acts of domestic violence and failure to implement the protective order).
However, there are certain problems related to the unreliability of data as provided by certain regions, complexity with obtaining the full statistics because of the unsatisfactory implementation practices and lack of responsibility for failure to present information. The accounting of the number of cases relating to domestic violence against children is a special problem, despite that keeping record of the children who experienced the child abuse and domestic violence is provided for by both the Procedures for consideration of requests and reports on child abuse or a real threat of its commitment and the Instruction on the procedures for interaction of the departments (units) for family and youth, juvenile services, centres of social services for family, children and youth as well as the law enforcement bodies dealing with implementation of the preventive activities against the domestic violence.
Algorithm of Actions at Detection of a Child Abuse Case
The All-Ukrainian Community Centre “Volunteer”, on the basis of the effective legislation of Ukraine, developed and published the methodological recommendations in 2007 on the algorithm of actions to be taken by the staff of educational establishments for the orphan children and children without parental care, foster parents of a foster family or a family-type children’s home at detection of a child abuse case.  The scheme of actions should be as follows.
Representatives of the Boarding School Administrations
When a request (a report) is received on the facts of child abuse or its real threat, the boarding school administration is obliged: 
1. to immediately (during a day) inform a local juvenile service in writing about it, and if the signs of a criminal offence are available – the law enforcement bodies (criminal juvenile police).

2. to refer the child to the first aid point of a boarding school for his/her state of health to be examined and, if necessary, to the relevant health care institution with a view to providing with the medical aid and documenting the facts of the child abuse.  As needed, it is necessary to immediately provide the child with emergency care (to call an ambulance). 

3. to refer the child to a school psychologist for its psychological condition to be examined with a view to providing with the first aid, clarifying the circumstances and documenting the child abuse facts.  If necessary, the emergency psychological aid needs to be immediately arranged, with the involvement of a psychologist from a local centre of social services for family, children and youth; 

4. to hold an enquiry. If the child was abused by the boarding school staff – to bring the guilty to the disciplinary liability and to inform a local juvenile service about it by all means. 

5. to ensure an access to the boarding school and necessary information by the representatives of a juvenile service, a centre of social services for family, children and youth, criminal juvenile police, etc. 

6. to create conditions for taking actions on psychological rehabilitation of the victim and offender, especially, if the latter is another pupil of a boarding school. 

7. to follow a principle of confidentiality in relation to the child-victim, in particular within a boarding school. 

8. If necessary, jointly with the representatives of guardianship and care institutions, to resolve the issue of the temporary or definitive expulsion of the child-victim or the child-offender from a boarding school. 

9. to set up the ongoing educational work with the staff and inmates on inadmissibility of the child abuse and the non-violent education methodologies. 

10. to organise a regular review of the existing punishment and reward methods in a boarding school in terms of inadmissibility of the child abuse. 

11. to arrange for the extensive informing of the inmates about the number of the “hot line”.
Educators and Teachers of a Boarding School
1. In the presence of suspicions as regards the act of child abuse or a threat of such treatment, they should seek consultations with a psychologist and a health worker of the boarding school so as to verify whether the suspicions are valid.

2. If there are real suspicions, facts or the inmate’s statement about the child abuse or a threat of such treatment, they should: immediately (during a day) inform in writing the administration of a boarding school and a local juvenile service, and in the event that there are signs of a criminal offence – the law enforcement bodies (criminal juvenile militia);
3. provide psychological support to the child. 

4. As needed, it is necessary for them to immediately provide the child with emergency care (to call an ambulance) and/or psychological support. 

5. Jointly with a psychologist and a social worker of the boarding school and/or a psychologist of the centre of social services for family, children and youth, it is necessary: to design and implement a psychological rehabilitation programme for the victim and offender, if the latter is another pupil of a boarding school; 

6. to involve the inmates in the development of a punishment and reward system. To inform about the number of a “hot line”;
3. to carry out the educational activities among the inmates as regards inadmissibility of the child abuse and self-protection procedures from it; to involve the professionals in such activities. 
Health Worker of a Boarding School (similarly to the actions of any health worker)

1. If the suspicions, facts or statements of the child abuse or a treat of such treatment are available, a health worker examines the child thoroughly and draws a conclusion about the probability of the child being subjected to the abuse (violence).
2. The findings of the examination and the conclusions are documented.
3. If necessary, the child should be provided with emergency care or be referred to the relevant health facility.
4. If there are real suspicions that the child experienced abuse, it is necessary to immediately (during a day) inform in writing the administration of a boarding school and a local juvenile service about it, and in the event that there are signs of a criminal offence – the law enforcement bodies (criminal juvenile militia).

Psychologist of a Boarding School
1. If the suspicions, facts or statements of the child abuse or threats of such treatment are in place, a psychologist examines the child thoroughly, analyses the situation and draws a conclusion about the probability of the child being subjected to the abuse (violence). 
2. The findings of the examination and the conclusions are documented. 
3. If necessary, the child should be provided with emergency psychological care or be referred to the relevant health facility. 
4. If there are real suspicions that the child experienced abuse, it is necessary to immediately (during a day) inform in writing the administration of a boarding school and a local juvenile service, and in the event that there are signs of a criminal offence – the law enforcement bodies (criminal juvenile militia).

5. If the need arises to investigate the circumstances of the case by the criminal juvenile militia, it is necessary to provide psychological support to the child-victim and the child-offender. 
6. It is necessary to explore the possibility of taking the rehabilitation measures in relation to the child-offender within a boarding school.

7. In conjunction with the educator and social worker of the boarding school and/or a psychologist of the centre of social services for family, children and youth, a psychological rehabilitation programme needs to be designed and implemented for the victim and offender, if the latter is the other pupil of a boarding school. A psychologist should:
8. take part in the development of a punishment and reward system in the boarding school;
9. develop and fulfil the individual plans of the psychosocial rehabilitation of the pupils who experienced the domestic violence.

Social Worker of a Boarding School
1. In the presence of the suspicions as to the commitment of child abuse or a threat of such treatment, a social worker should seek consultations with a psychologist and a health worker of the boarding school so as to verify whether the suspicions are valid. 

2. If there are real suspicions, facts or a pupil’s statement of the child abuse or a threat of such treatment, it is necessary: to immediately (during a day) inform in writing the administration of a boarding school and a local juvenile service, and in the event that there are signs of a criminal offence – the law enforcement bodies (criminal juvenile militia);
3. to explore the possibility of taking the rehabilitation measures in relation to the child-offender within a boarding school.

4. In conjunction with the psychologist and educator of a boarding school and/or a psychologist of the centre of social services for family, children and youth, a psychological rehabilitation programme needs to be designed and implemented for the victim and offender, if the latter is the other pupil of a boarding school.

Other Staff Members of a Boarding School
1. In the presence of the suspicions as to the act of child abuse or a threat of such treatment, counselling should be sought with a psychologist and a health worker of the boarding school so as to verify whether the suspicions are valid. 

2. If there are real suspicions, facts or a pupil’s statement of the child abuse or a threat of such treatment, it is necessary to immediately (during a day) inform in writing the administration of a boarding school and a local juvenile service about this, and in the event that there are signs of a criminal offence – the law enforcement bodies (criminal juvenile militia).

Juvenile Services:
1. make an analysis of the situation upon receipt of the information on the suspicion of child abuse or a threat of such treatment;
2. as needed, involve the criminal juvenile militia in the investigation of circumstances of the case and/or refer to court;
3. explore the possibility of residence of the child-victim and/or the child-offender in the boarding school, and, as needed, expel such children;
4. provide assistance to the boarding school in making arrangements for psychosocial rehabilitation of the child or organize it themselves, if such work is not possible in the boarding school (through a centre of social services for family, children and youth or a shelter for juveniles and a centre for psychosocial rehabilitation of the juveniles);
5. take, if necessary, the disciplinary measures with respect to the persons who commit the violence towards children;
6. encourage the administrations of the boarding schools to turn to the juvenile service and centre of social services for family, children and youth with a view to addressing the problems related to the child abuse.

Centre of Social Services for Family, Children and Youth
1. The specialists of the centre provide information to the juvenile services during a day about the revealed facts and reports on the child abuse or a threat of such treatment.

2. They render the information, methodological and, as needed, practical assistance to the boarding schools to educate in unacceptability of the child abuse, methods of the non-violent upbringing, psychosocial rehabilitation of children and development of the individual work plans with every child in need of rehabilitation.

Criminal Juvenile Police
1. It provides information during a day to the juvenile services on the revealed facts and reports on the child abuse or a threat of such treatment.

2. As needed, it undertakes the investigation of the circumstances of the case.

3. If necessary, it initiates bringing to liability the staff members-child abusers.

4. As needed, it brings the case before the court. 
5. It takes part in the preventive measures in relation to the children-offenders.

Responsibility for sexual abuse is provided for by the Criminal Code of Ukraine:
· Art. 115 (intentional murder combined with rape or violent satisfaction of a letch in the unnatural way);

· Art. 119 (reckless homicide);

· Art. 120 (bringing to suicide);

· Art. 121 (intentional severe bodily injury);

· Art. 122 (intentional moderately severe bodily injury);

· Art. 125 (intentional trivial injury);

· Art. 128 (reckless severe or moderately severe bodily injury);

· Art. 130 (infecting with human immunodeficiency virus or other incurable infectious disease);

· Art. 133 (infecting with a venereal disease);
· Art. 135 (leaving in danger);
· Art. 152 (rape);

· Art. 153 (violent satisfaction of a letch in the unnatural way);

· Art. 155 (sexual intercourse with a person who did not reach the age of puberty);

· Art. 156 (child molestation);

· Art. 167 (abuse of the guardian’s rights).

Programmes and Services
Nationally, in Ukraine a nation-wide programme “National Plan of Actions to Implement the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child” is underway for the period up to 2016 aimed at ensuring the optimal operation of a holistic system of the children’s rights protection in Ukraine, taking account of the development goals proclaimed by the UN Millennium Declaration and a strategy of the resulting document of the Special Session on Children of the UN General Assembly “A World Friendly to Children”.
A network of the specialized governmental and non-governmental agencies, services, organisations and institutions engaged in the sphere of the prevention of violence and child abuse, delivers the services as follows:

· information - consultation;

· psychological;

· legal;

· health;

· social-pedagogic;

· psychiatric;

· educational;

· rehabilitation, etc.

In Ukraine since 2004, National child abuse prevention and child’s rights protection hotline is in operation. It was opened by the All-Ukrainian female human rights watch centre "La Strada – Ukraine", because at that time people started calling at the then existing human trafficking hotline to address the domestic violence issues.  Based on the Centre’s data, 38% requests addressed to the hotline are directly related to domestic violence, including 16% - the facts about the child abuse.  11% of calls concern the effects of domestic violence connected with the divorce and the related problems. About 23% of requests are received from the female victims (mother, sister, and daughter) concerning availability of some type of domestic violence or real threats of its commitment.

Additionally, in some cities there are domestic violence and human trafficking prevention hotlines.
Legislation of Ukraine
The Law of Ukraine “On the Prevention of Domestic Violence” determines legal and organizational frameworks of the prevention of domestic violence, key concepts of domestic violence prevention, forms of violence (physical, psychological, sexual and economic) as well as bodies and institutions entrusted with taking measures to prevent domestic violence. 

Pursuant to the Law, implementation of actions to prevent domestic violence rests on a specially empowered executive body for prevention of domestic violence; service of district militia inspectors and criminal juvenile militia; guardianship and care bodies; specialised institutions for the victims of domestic violence. 

The activities of these bodies and institutions are coordinated by a specially authorized executive body for the prevention of domestic violence, with the Ministry of Ukraine for Family, Youth and Sports being charged with its functions. At the local level, the functions and tasks of this body are discharged by the departments and units for family, youth and sports in collaboration with the centres of social services for family, children and youth, juvenile services, law enforcement bodies, other bodies and institutions.

While analysing the Law of Ukraine “On the Prevention of Domestic Violence”, one can conclude that it contains a mechanism of response to domestic violence and protection of the victims from such violence.

At the same time, as evidenced by the implementing practice, this mechanism is not perfect and effective enough; there are certain gaps in the Law as well as inconsistencies with other regulatory-legal acts, which impede its proper and efficient enforcement.

The Law of Ukraine “On Education” establishes the obligations of the pedagogues and scientific-teaching staff to protect the children and youth from any forms of physical or psychical violence.  However, this Law does not oblige the pedagogic staff to inform the relevant bodies about the revealed facts of child abuse, nor it contains the provisions on placement of responsibility for concealment of such facts. 
In May 2009, the draft law of Ukraine on changes and amendments to some legislative acts of Ukraine was submitted to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (as regards the responses to distribution of child pornography). This draft law calls attention to strengthening of responses to the production, sale, marketing or distribution of child pornography, entanglement of minors into the manufacturing process of such products through introduction of the relevant changes into the Law of Ukraine “On Telecommunications”, Law of Ukraine “On the Protection of Public Morality” and the Criminal Code of Ukraine.

The authors of the document placed a special emphasis upon its distribution via Internet. According to the suggested changes, providers of the telecommunication services should be obliged to store data on all clients’ connections with the resources accessed through them, and if the facts of the child pornography distribution are detected, they should inform the law enforcement bodies about it. The users will be also charged with the same obligations. The draft Law also introduces concept ‘child pornography’. The pornographic products involving the child or use of his/her image are considered to constitute the child pornography – any objects, items, the printed matter, audio-, video materials, including advertisement, messages and materials, mass media products, electronic media produce, with their content being any means of depicting the child engaged in real or simulated sex acts or any depiction of the genital organs of the child. Purchase of such materials, their exchange, storage, production, sale and distribution, including through use of the information-communication systems, will be punished with penalties, custodial restraint or imprisonment for a term up to five years. And for the same activity involving the minors, a fine is imposed as well as custodial restraint or imprisonment for a term up to seven years. So far, there were no legal grounds for the direct involvement of providers in combating the child pornography. 
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